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Inside this Feb 2005 issue: 

Portal Primer 
Presented by Jason Piccola 

 
One of the recurring “new things” that the IT trade magazines report on, is the increased use of 
Portals.  There are frequent articles about the different offerings available and many stories 
about how they have helped various companies. 
 
But what exactly is a portal?  I’m sure we all immediately think of  those round glass windows 
on a ship, but that hardly sounds like IT, right? 
 
Thanks to the folks at Ciber, Jason Piccola will help us navigate these waters and show us why 
this is important.  He will give an overview of the different available technologies and then show 
how companies have leveraged portals to improve different business processes. 
 
Jason has a long relationship with portals, starting at Ketchum Communications where his 
responsibilities included the administration of Ketchum’s award winning portal system, named 
myKGN .  At Ciber he is has been a Solution Architect of Corporate Portals since January 2003.  
He can share real world portal experience everyone. 
 
This is the kick-off of a new year of Dinner Meetings and we’re excited to have Jason and Ciber 
presenting. 
 
We also encourage you to invite a colleague and share with them the great information we have 
available. 
 
 
We will return to the Holiday Inn East for this meeting so come, join us on February 15, 2005 at 
the Holiday Inn East.  The registration table opens at 5:30pm and our presentation will begin 
around 6:30pm. 
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Directions to Holiday Inn Parkway East 
From Downtown Pittsburgh, take RT. 376 (Parkway East) to Wilkinsburg Exit.  At first light 
make a left onto Brinton Road (do not make the sharp left onto Rt. 30).  Holiday Inn will be on 
your left. 
From the Pennsylvania Turnpike (East or West), take Exit 6 (Monroeville).  After the toll 
booth, merge on to Rt. 376 (Parkway East), toward Pittsburgh.  Take the Wilkinsburg Exit.  At 
first light make a left onto Brinton Road (do not make the sharp left onto Rt. 30).  Holiday Inn 
will be on your left. 



Message from the Editor 

The Newsletter is the official publication of the AITP Pittsburgh Chapter.  It is published eleven times a year at Pittsburgh, PA 
as a benefit of membership, to announce the General Meetings, and to provide information of local interest to our members.  It 
is circulated free-of-charge to our AITP members.  We welcome contributions by members and non-members.  Unless 
otherwise requested, articles are subject to editing.  Send your documents to Dennis Coglianese FAX 412-825-7130, Internet 
Dennis.Coglianese@its-infinity.com Our address is Pittsburgh Chapter– AITP, P.O. Box 2004, Pittsburgh, PA  15230. 
The submission deadline for articles to be published is the 3rd Friday of the month.  Board meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Contact Patricia McMurray for more information. 
Advertisers are being accepted for the year 2004.  Business Card—$20 per month; Quarter Page—$30 per month; Half Page -
$40 per month; Full Page -$60 per month.  Six months or more of continuous advertising costs only 5 months .  Contact 
Dennis Coglianese at 412-316-7110 ext 105 for more information.  We distribute the newsletter monthly to an influential 
group of 150+ career information systems and technology professionals.  Many of us pass copies of it to our colleagues, 
providing a particularly high value for your advertising dollar. 
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AITP – Pittsburgh Chapter Board of Directors – 2004 
Position Name Company Phone Fax Email 

President Dennis J.  
Coglianese 

Infinity 
Technology 
Services, Inc 

(412) 
825-7110 
x105 

(412) 
825-7130 
  

Dennis.Coglianese@its-infinity.com 

Vice President Terry D. 
Zeigler 

Pittsburgh 
Pirates 

(412) 
325-4733 

(412) 
325-4933 

tzeigler@alltel.net 

Treasurer By-laws, 
Awards-COPA/
PCS2000 

Ken Krugh, 
CCP 

ICM School of 
Business 

(412) 
261-2647 

(412) 
261-6491 

KRKrugh@earthlink.net 

Secretary George Ilkka Retired (412) 
487-2724 

  Georgeilkka@cs.com  

Past President Patricia 
McMurray 

ICM School of 
Business 

(412) 
261-4644 

(412) 
261-6491 

Pmcmurray@icmschool.com 

Region Director George Ilkka Retired (412) 
487-2724 

  Georgeilkka@cs.com  

Hospitality and 
Registration 

Chalice 
Zavada, 
RHIA 

University of 
Pittsburgh 

(412) 
624-9844 

(412) 
624-9831 

Caz@engrng.pitt.edu 

Newsletter and 
Publicity 

Dennis J. 
Coglianese 

Infinity 
Technology 
Services, Inc 

(412) 
825-7110 
x105 

(412) 
825-7130 
  

Dennis.Coglianese@its-infinity.com 

Student Chapters Dale Smith  (724) 
873-8135 

  Dale.smith1@comcast.net 

Program Dennis J. 
Coglianese 

Infinity 
Technology 
Services, Inc 

(412) 
825-7110 
x105 

(412) 
825-7130 
  

Dennis.Coglianese@its-infinity.com 

Records & Labels, 
Awards-IPA 

Kenneth 
Krugh, CCP 

ICM School of 
Business 

(412) 
343-4768 

(412) 
261-6491 

KRKrugh@earthlink.net  

Golf  Outing Stan 
Hoffman 

Babcock  
Lumber 

(412) 
351-3515 

  stanh@babcocklumber.com 

Special Events Vijay Shah Primetech 
Systems, Inc. 

(412) 
221-7600 

(412) 
221-7642 

Vshah@psiamerica.com 

Webmaster and 
Electronic 
Communication 

Harvey 
Schoenman 

PNC Bank (412) 
762-5039 

  Hschoenman@adelphia.net 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
by Dennis Coglianese 
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It’s the start of a New Year and we are ready to start with our program lineup. 
 
As you can see from page one, we have a great topic to start.  We’re going to make a special effort this year to bring you 
topics that will help you grow in your career.  We want to be able to bring topics that are not just technical in nature, but help 
developing IT leaders develop their skills. 
 
We are also hoping to have Dinner Meetings on a more frequent basis.  We don’t know yet if it will be every month, but it 
will be at least close to that. 
 
We are also working on a new meeting location that hopefully will provide a great location without the need to guarantee 
more attendees than we know we may not be able to bring in.  There is also plenty of free parking! 
 
Because of commitments at this location, we will need to move our meeting night from the third Tuesday of the month to the 
third Monday of the month.  We’re going to have our first meeting at the new location on March 21 (notice we are having 
meetings 2 consecutive months!).  
 
A very important piece of AITP business will be transacted at the February meeting—our annual elections.  As you can see 
below, the Nominating Committee has assembled a slate.  Nominations will be accepted from the floor, as always. 
 
We welcome anyone that is interested in participating in the leadership of the chapter to join us.  We have no problem with 
self-nominations! 
 
One other bit of news for our members.  The National Organization has developed several new programs and benefits for our 
members.  We’re going to give a run down of these in an upcoming newsletter and may add that to our agenda for one of the 
Dinner Meetings.  You can get a preview by going to the AITP website. 
 
I hope to see you at the February Dinner Meeting! 
 

Dennis J. Coglianese 

 
 
It’s that time again!  Perhaps not as contentious as our recent national elections, but it’s time for you to help decide the 
leadership for our Chapter during the coming year. 
 

The Nominating Committee has received the following slate: 
Officers 

President—Dennis Coglianese 
Vice President—Debbie Tresnan 

Secretary—George Illka 
Treasurer-Ken Krugh 

 
Past President 

Patricia McMurray 
 

Directors 
Chalice Zavada 
Stan Hoffman 

Harvey Schoenman 
Dale Smith 
Vijay Shah 



Portal Primer 
Event Registration 

February 15, 2005 
Holiday Inn East  

 
         5:30 PM - 6:30 PM Registration,  Social Hour and Dinner 

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  Presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        ***** Make checks payable to ***** 
AITP,  Pittsburgh Chapter 

 
***** Mail checks and this Registration Form to ***** 

Mike Fuson, Excalibur Data Systems 
115 Sagamore Hill Road 

Pittsburgh, PA  15239 
(724) 387-1331 

 
***** Must be received by Feb 12, 2005 for Pre-Register Price ***** 

 
**** or **** 

You may register on the web by visiting http://www.aitp-pgh.org/register.htm 
 

Please be sure to include the number of attendees, names,  
company names, phone numbers and email addresses. 

 
Please note:  When registering online, we treat it as a confirmed registration. As such, if you  

do not cancel your reservation by  Feb 12, 2005  you will be billed for the meeting. 

 
Name ____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Company _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
State _____________                                                                         Zip Code ___________________________ 
 
Phone Number __________________________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________________ 
 

Price Pre-Register At Door 
Members $ 24.00   $ 29.00 
Guests $ 27.00 $ 32.00 
Students $ 21.00   $ 21.00      



AITP- Pittsburgh Chapter 
PO Box 2004 

Pittsburgh, PA 15230 

Association of Information 
Technology Professionals 

Phone: (724) 387-1331 
Email: info@aitp-pgh.org 

We’re on the Web 
www.aitp-pgh.org 

AITP—Pittsburgh 
Chapter 

Mailroom:  Please REROUTE if necessary.  This 
important announcement, if not properly 
addressed, should go to the division responsible 
for data processing or systems development. 

FIRST CLASS MAIL – DATED MATERIAL 

 

ABOUT AITP 

AITP offers direct contact with other professionals in the field through regular meetings on a 
local level. Sharing in the benefits of new ideas and experiences that can be acquired in no 
other way. AITP means belonging to a group of like-minded individuals joined together for the 
purpose of advancing their knowledge and skills, their careers and their profession. 

Pittsburgh AITP is involved in activities and programs of all types. Members can contribute to 
program development and execution as well as participate in all membership activities. We 
present programs to the public, as well as, specialized workshops for our members. AITP is 
also actively involved in many charitable ventures including : The Pittsburgh Food Bank, 
Children’s Hospital Free Care. 

Membership in the Pittsburgh Chapter of AITP provides you with an excellent opportunity to 
meet new friends in the data processing community. Many new contacts can be made to 
enhance your career. 


